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Abstract: 

French is the official language of the country France. Countries of the world that speaks French or who 

have made French their official Language are also referred to as francophone countries. This paper 

examines the role of the francophone language in job creation. The paper equally highlighted the current 

unemployment situation bedevilling Nigeria as a nation, its implication for national security and economic 

development. The paper tries to proffer solution to implicated problems and the following suggestion 

though inexhaustible were recommended; stronger tie with France as a nation, attraction of foreign direct 

investment, educational exchange programme with France, implementation of the free trade zone policy 

with other Africa francophone speaking countries, security training from France as one of the world super 

power. If these recommendations are religiously followed, it will definitely reposition Nigeria youth as a 

job creator rather than job seekers and ultimately place Nigerian a vantage position among the comity of 

nations. 
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INTRODUCTION 

French is the officially recognized 

language of the country France. France is a 

European country and one of the world renowned 

super powers; she can be said to have attained 

scientific and technological supremacy and 

independence largely due to economic prosperity 

and growth.  Galadi (2008) describes language as 

a vital instrument for all human activities and 

further stresses that it is the medium through 

which ideas are exchanged, social interaction 

promoted, national cohesion fostered, culture 

preserved and economy consolidated. Danladi 

(2005) re-echoes this view when he says that, to 

learn a language is not only reaching out to others 

but maintaining a variety of social bonds, a 

shared sense of values and communal awareness.  

Language is of great significance in 

human interaction, no wonder Mclarghilin (2006) 

in Ezeamaka J.A. (2014) defines language as the 

system of arbitrary verbal symbol (and non-

verbal means) that speakers put in order 

according to a conventional code to communicate 

ideas and feelings or to influence the behavior of 

others. Ezeamaka further stressed that language is 

primarily used to express inner thoughts and 

emotions, to fulfill our wants and needs as well as 

establish rules and maintain our culture, this she 

opined also include the use of gesture, symbols 

and motions which could be written or verbal as 

is the case with the deaf community, she 

concluded however that there is no form of 

communication without a language. Mark Pagel 

(2012) posit that we use language not just to 

cooperate, but to draw rings around our 

cooperative groups, and to establish identities, 

and perhaps to protect our knowledge, wisdom 

and skills, from eavesdropping outside. 

Ezeamaka (2014) concludes therefore that we 

must give particular significance to this latter 

definition in our effort to better understand our 

global neighbors; as Nigeria is surrounded by 

francophone speaking countries. According to 

Ogonwa (2012) Nigeria as a country is 

surrounded by francophone countries: in the east 

by Cameroun, in the north by Chad and Niger 

Republic and in the west by Benin Republic. 

Being conscious of the fact that no race or tribe 

lives in isolation, it is imperative that we interact 

with this our global neighbors for economic 

prosperity and national development which will 

ultimately cumulate into job creation for our 

teaming youthful population.  

Nigeria although not a French colony but 

has a long standing relationship with the country 

France; according to Onyemelukwe (2004) 

France has remained a leading economic partner 

with Nigeria, with Nigeria benefitting immensely 

especially in areas like trade, investment, aid 

technical and financial support, educational 
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exchange programmes and humanitarian services 

and assistance just to mention a few. Ogonwa 

(2014) stress that linguistic cooperation appears 

to be the nucleus of all these other facets of 

cooperation since language is the medium of 

communication and vehicle of transmission of the 

culture of the different peoples of the world. 

In recent years Nigeria as a nation has been 

bedeviled by an evil spirit called unemployment; 

this evil spirit has grown to an unprecedented 

level and has given birth to so many children who 

are manifesting in our socio-economic firmament 

in several ways, among which are kidnapping, 

fraud, armed robbery, ritual killing, nepotism, 

corruption, etc. this evil has grown to an extent 

that if nothing is done very fast to nip it in the 

bud, it is most likely going to create a great 

damage to the sovereignty and independence of 

Nigeria as a nation. 

French and Job Creation 

Nigeria as a nation has never been in 

short supply or availability of beautiful and 

meaningful economic policy aimed at 

ameliorating the current unemployment situation 

but it bane has always been the implementation 

of such policies. Several policies on 

unemployment has perpetually end up 

unimplemented, partly implemented, or poorly 

implemented, these implementation problem has  

however been implicated as the reason for the 

snail pace of development experienced in Nigeria 

and current unemployment situation. French as a 

language has the potential and ability to help 

ameliorate the current unemployment situation 

sinking the sovereignty and integrity of Nigeria 

as a nation by birthing several economically 

rewarding jobs without a single still birth among 

them. 

 Economic Cooperation between Nigeria and 

France 

There is no doubt that a description of 

France as a developed nation and a world super 

power is not an exaggeration, this implies that an 

economic relationship or cooperation with France 

can translate in to economic growth, prosperity 

and job creation in Nigeria as enumerated by 

Kwashie (1998) who stated that French 

commercial interest in Nigeria dates back to the 

colonial era because CFAO-Compagnie 

Française d’Afrique Occidentale and SCOA-

Societe Commerciale de l’Ouest Africaine were 

early in Nigeria in 1902 and 1926 respectively. 

Ogonwa (2014) further emphasized that at 

independence, there was a remarkable presence 

of French companies operating in Nigeria in 

addition to CFAO and SCOA, there was also the 

Peugeot Automobile, Total, Fougerolle, Dumez, 

Michellin, Elf, Societe Generale Bank just to 

mention but a few. 

Attraction of Foreign Direct Investment from 

France 

It is no longer news that the economy of 

most Africa nations today is dependent largely on 

the level of foreign direct investment in the 

nation. Therefore there is an urgent need to 

review our policy and programs on foreign direct 

investment and also make available a conducive 

atmosphere for foreign investors especially from 

France to invest and help create jobs for youthful 

populace. Ogonwa (2014) stated that about 127 

French commercial establishment exist in Nigeria 

and also in scientific fields, cooperation 

programmes has been set up in sectors such as 

geology, hydrology and architecture not only to 

help create job but to also train and retrain 

personnel that can compete with their 

contemporaries from any part of the world. 

Educational Exchange Programme 

An educational exchange program is a 

situation whereby students from one part of the 

world are sent to another part and vice versa 

especially for cultural integration and direct 

learning. Onyemelukwe (2004) in Ogonwa 

(2014) stated that the golden age of French 

language in Nigeria came in on 16
th
 March, 1984 

when Nigeria officially signed a bilateral 

cooperation with France to promote the culture, 

education, arts and sports of both countries 

through the exchange of University and 

secondary school teachers; this agreement 

according to Ogonwa (2014) was responsible for 

France sending French linguistics personnel to 

almost all the tertiary institutions in Nigeria then. 

It is crystal clear that there is a world of 

difference between a student that is being taught 

French in Nigeria and one that learns French in 

France and this educational exchange programme 

can open windows of opportunities for 
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international jobs for Nigerians also.  

Implementation of a Free Trade Zone Policy 

It was reported by Ogonwa (2014) that 

France in order to check the economic influence 

of Nigeria over the colonies in West Africa 

encouraged the formation of the Custom Union of 

Francophone West Africa States by the 

government of Cote d’Ivoire and Senegal. France 

wanted the Francophone West African Countries 

to present a common front and act as a united 

block against the economic dominance of 

Nigeria. This policy was however surmounted by 

African Union and reintroduction of a better 

economic relationship between France and 

Nigeria. It is a well-known fact that an 

implementation of a free trade zone in west 

Africa will be of great benefit to Nigeria as most 

of the francophone countries that bordered 

Nigeria has a lot to offer in terms of employment 

generation and job creation which will eventually 

culminate into job creation and subsequently 

eliminate most social ills bedeviling Nigeria as a 

nation today. Furthermore, taking a leaf from the 

European union where member countries uses a 

single currency (the Euros); if such giant step can 

be taken in west Africa, Nigeria stand to benefit a 

lot from the millions of jobs that will be created 

from such economic policy. 

Security Training 

That Nigeria is currently passing through 

a serious security challenge is no longer news, as 

this evil spirit has manifested in several forms 

ranging from the eldest christened Boko Haram 

to Kidnapping, armed robbery, hired assassins, 

IPOB, MASSOB, ritual killing, stealing, etc. 

Ezeamaka (2014) opines that re-inventing the 

learning of French language will help to support 

security officials with intelligence skills such as 

interpretations, translations and interrogation, as 

it is crystal clear that the Nigerian Police can no 

longer handle internal security matters and the 

Army that is originally designed to defend our 

territorial integrity are most times drafted for 

internal security job. Ezeamaka (2014) further 

opines that recent security challenges in the world 

and Nigeria in particular have shown that the re-

enforcement of French languages is very 

necessary as lack of interpreters, translators and 

bilingual secretaries has encouraged attacks. 

France today can be said without fear of 

contradiction to be among the world super power 

because of their military prowess; relationship 

with France by Nigeria will help to train and 

retrain our security personnel (Army, Air force, 

Navy, Police) on global best practice and make 

them to be able to compete with their 

contemporaries from any part of the world and 

also make accessibility to modern sophisticated, 

and technologically inclined weapons easy to 

Nigeria in order to combat terrorism and other 

global crime bedeviling Nigeria as a nation. This 

security relationship is of great significance as no 

nation of the world can attain global prosperity 

and development in an atmosphere devoid of 

peace. 

Aside the above benefits that Nigeria as a nation 

stand to harness from a strong and dynamic 

relationship with France, the following can also 

be cited as strong reasons to learn French as a 

language. 

It is a Language of Culture 

French according to www.ngcareers can be 

described as a language of culture because French 

is the international language of cooking, fashion, 

theatre, dance, architecture, etc. a great 

knowledge of French will grant one an 

unhindered access to original works of renowned 

authors on literature, film and songs. 

It is a Language for Travel 

France according to www.careersinfrance.com is 

a world tourist destination that attracts more than 

79.5 million visitors a year. There is no 

gainsaying that the ability to speak and 

understand French will make a visit to Paris and 

other regions of France enjoyable. 

It is a Language of International Relations 

French is the official and working language of 

international bodies like United Nations, 

European Union, NATO, UNESCO, International 

Red Cross, FIFA, International Olympic 

Committee, World Court, etc 

(www.careersinfrance.com). It is therefore logical 

to conclude that a proper understanding of French 

is an advantage for getting international job or 

appointment. 

It is a language for learning other languages  

 According to www.careersinfrance.com, a good 

knowledge of French is a stepping stone for the 

http://www.ngcareers/
http://www.careersinfrance.com/
http://www.careersinfrance.com/
http://www.careersinfrance.com/
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learning of other international languages like; 

Germany, Portugal, Greek, Roman, etc. it was 

further asserted that fifty percent of English 

vocabulary were derived from French. 

Furthermore, the following enumerated career 

opportunities though not exhaustible are available 

for French speakers. 

- Interpreters. 

- International Relations Managers. 

- Tour Manager 

- Sales Manager 

- Patent Examiner 

- Marketing Executives 

- Logistics and distribution Manager 

- Development Worker 

- Secondary School Teacher 

-  Translators  

- Higher Institution Lecturer 

- Broadcast Journalist 

- International Aid Worker 

- Detectives 

- Diplomatic Service Officer, etc 

 

Conclusion  

The role of French in job creation cannot be over 

emphasized, if Nigeria’s dream of becoming one 

of the world twenty most developed economy is 

to be realized, our attitude to French as a 

language should be changed positively for the 

better and Nigeria as a nation would then be 

placed in a vantage position that can engender job 

creation and economic prosperity. 
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