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Abstract 

This paper investigates syntactic errors in essays of HND1 students of Federal Polytechnic, Nasarawa. The 

aim is to find out the nature and causes of these errors of writing, which include spelling, punctuation, 

agreement and wrong tense usage that occur in the essays. The data were collected from the students‟ 

essays of HND1 students of Federal Polytechnic, Mubi. There are a total of one hundred and fifty (150) 

essays out of the researcher drew error samples that agree with the aim of this paper. The findings revealed 

that syntactic errors were mostly due to the incomplete mastery of English language which is the language 

of instruction in Nigeria; that the background of some of the students correlates with the quantity and nature 

of errors; that some of these errors were caused by interference from the first language of the students; that 

some of these forms were regarded as aspects of Nigerian English; that some are caused as a result of gross 

negligence on the part of some of the students. As a result of this fall-out, students‟ performance is 

negatively affected. Finally, teaching spelling and calligraphy well in, especially, the early formal 

education, encouragement of the use of the dictionary, and proper teaching, learning of grammar and 

consciousness of personal integrity is recommended for the reduction of these errors. 
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Introduction 

Among the four skills of language- listening, 

speaking, reading and writing, writing comes at 

the end of one‟s mastery over the other three 

skills. It is not an inborn skill. It must be learned 

and practiced in a formal instructional setting or 

environment. It requires cognitive faculty and 

linguistic faculty. This skill demands that the 

learner generates ideas and transfers them into 

text. According to Brown (320), writing is a 

process in which a writer puts his ideas on paper 

and transforms his thoughts into words. Brown 

(321) thus puts- “Writing is a two step process. 

First, you figure out your meaning, and then you 

put it into language”. 

The skills according to Oniemayin, Medayedu 

and Daniel as cited in Onukwor (xiv) are the 

stages which any speaker of a language goes 

through in learning and using the language. The 

last two skills are acquired later in life in the 

process of formal education while the first two 

stages are acquired unconsciously by the child in 

the process of first language acquisition (15).  For 

Onukwor, the last two stages – reading and 

writing, pose some difficulties for the learner, as 

he has to apply effort to acquire them. These 

difficulties appear in the form of errors of syntax, 

graphology, punctuation, among others. For the 

purpose of this study, we concentrate on syntactic 

errors, that is, errors of spelling, punctuation, 

agreement, wrong tense and omissions. 

However, Onukwor (xiv) posits that grapho-

syntactic errors are basically deviations from the 

accepted standards and overall competence in 

putting the words of a language together in 

writing, for example, errors of spelling, 

punctuation, agreement, wrong tense and 

omissions. These errors normally occur in 

language use and they are sometimes “conscious 

errors” and sometimes “unconscious errors”. 

They are “conscious errors” when a speaker uses 

the wrong forms because he considers them 

appropriate in the context, and “unconscious 

errors‟ when they occur as a result of inadequate 

mastery, carelessness or slips either on the part of 

the speaker, writer or the printer. These errors are 

indexes of the learner‟s difficulties in language 

use. In some cases, because of the occurrence of 

errors, the information is not clearly disseminated 

to or understood by the target audience. 

Deviations in language use are considered real 

errors when they are consistent and non-random 

and as well hinder the proper decoding process of 

the information. 

Conceptual Review 

Grammar 
The term grammar is a description of the rules 

governing the use of a language. It refers to a 

person‟s use and knowledge of a language. As an 

aspect of linguistics, grammar refers to the set of 
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structural rules that governs the composition and 

study of linguistic items such as words, phrases, 

clauses and sentences in a language.  When 

talking about the concept of grammar, one is 

concerned with the application of grammar, that 

is, the grammar as used by speakers. O‟gradyet al 

(9) are of the view that grammar refers to a 

subconscious linguistic system of a particular 

type, consisting of several components such as 

phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax and 

semantics. They argue that a grammar makes 

possible the production and comprehension of a 

potentially unlimited number of utterances.  

Koll and Funk (5) describe grammar in three 

different ways; one of which is the formal 

description of the rules of a language. They argue 

that the definition refers to the branch of 

linguistic science concerned with the formal 

description of language in an objective way 

which identifies the form and structure as well as 

the syntax of sentences. In other words, according 

to them, grammar is purely descriptive; it 

describes the composition and structures of 

linguistic units in a language. Tomori (1) in his 

text, examines four different meanings of 

grammar, in his opinion, he concludes that 

grammar is defined as the art of speaking and 

writing correctly. It can be inferred from his 

definition that it is the proper observance of the 

rules of a language identified from its description 

that makes a user speak and write correctly. 

Also, Leech et al (3) assert that one way of 

describing grammar is as a set of rules which 

allows us to put words together in certain ways, 

but not in other ways. They further go further to 

say that at some level, speakers of a language 

must know these rule otherwise they would not 

be able to put words together in a meaningful 

way. In this light, Koll and Funk (5) further 

describe grammar as the social implications of 

usage, sometimes called „linguistic etiquette‟ 

which covers the dos and don‟ts of usage, rather 

than grammar. They argue that John Locke 

declared that the purpose of teaching grammar 

was “to teach en to speak, but to speak correctly 

and according to the exact rules of the tongue” 

this correctness can only be learnt through a 

proper description of the rules and structures of a 

language.  

In his own way, Butterfield (142) describes 

grammar as a generic way of referring to any 

aspect of English that people object to. This 

usually covers the aspect of English which are 

not covered by the description of the rules of the 

language i.e. the „don‟ts‟ of a language and 

sometimes the aspects that are relatively 

unfamiliar to the users of the language. Thus, 

grammar is used to reveal the quality of the 

knowledge of a language possessed by a speaker 

as inferred from the nature of the speaker‟s 

utterances. In other words, a speaker‟s utterances 

are expected to reveal whether his grammar is 

good or bad, which can be ascertain from the 

rules of the language prescribed or described.  

Therefore, the study of grammar can be 

descriptive and prescriptive. Prescriptive 

grammar is concerned with prescribing the rules 

of grammar, how they should be used and 

otherwise. It is associated with traditional 

grammar which emphasizes insistence on 

correctness, linguistic purism, literary excellence, 

priority of the written language over the spoken 

language. These features contrast with what 

obtains in modern grammatical studies that 

emphasize descriptive accuracy, appropriateness, 

comprehensiveness, explicitness and priority of 

the spoken form over the written form. Leech et 

al (5) argue that linguists who write grammars 

are concerned with describing how the language 

works rather than dictating or prescribing how it 

should be used. They conclude that prescriptive 

rules are clearly not grammatical rules in the 

same sense as descriptive rules, so it might be 

appropriate for the rules of grammatical 

appropriateness.  

Koll and Funk (5) also argue that the words of 

John Locke mentioned above, explains the 

concept that is today called prescriptive grammar. 

However, they also say a more modern approach 

to language education is guided by the works of 

linguists who look at the way the language is 

actually used. Therefore, an accurate descriptive 

grammar describes the way people speak in 

everyday situations. Such a description 

recognizes a wide variety of grammatical forms. 

Lowth in Tomori (6) puts that the principle 

design of the grammar of any language is to teach 

us to express ourselves with propriety in that 

language and to enable us to judge of every 

phrase and form of construction whether it be 
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right or not. The plain way of doing this is to lay 

down rules, and to illustrate them by examples. 

This is in a bid to highlight the importance of the 

prescription of grammar over its description. 

However, from the study of grammar it is noted 

that prescriptive grammar is rather „old‟ and 

traditional as opposed to modern theories of 

grammar which are descriptive in nature. These 

modern trends include structural grammar, phrase 

structure grammar, transformational generative 

grammar as well as systemic functional grammar.         

English grammar can be described as the analysis 

and the study of the systems and structure of the 

English language. It includes the structure of the 

English words, phrases, clauses and sentences. 

Koll and Funk (6) opine that the same kind of 

objectivity needed to study the grammar of an 

unknown language was applied to English 

grammar by a group of linguists who came to be 

known as structuralists. They introduced 

structural grammar which is based on 

structuralism. They go further to say the systemic 

nature of structuralism includes an analysis of the 

sound system (phonology), then the systemic 

combination of sounds into meaningful units and 

words (morphology) and finally, the systemic 

combination of words into meaningful phrase 

structures and sentence patterns. O‟grady (9) 

concludes that because no language can exist 

without a grammar and no one can use a language 

without knowledge of its grammar, the study of 

grammatical systems has come to be the focus of 

contemporary linguistic analysis.  

Radford (1) puts that grammar is traditionally 

subdivided into two different but interrelated 

areas of study which are morphology and syntax. 

He says morphology is the study of how words 

are formed out of smaller units (traditionally 

called morpheme), while syntax is concerned 

with the ways in which words can be combined 

together to form phrases and sentences. It is this 

area of grammar that is relevant to this study. 

Syntax 

Syntax is simply the study of phrases, clauses and 

sentences in a language. According to Chomsky 

(11), it is the study of the principles and 

processes by which sentences are constructed in 

particular languages. The syntactic investigation 

of a given language has its goal as the 

construction of a grammar that can be viewed as 

a device of some sort for producing the sentences 

of the language it is concerned with. Yule (100) 

defines syntax as the study of the structure and 

ordering of components within a sentence. 

Therefore, it can be deduced that the sentence and 

its constituents are the primary concern of syntax 

as such, a syntactic analysis is usually confined to 

the sentence level of every language. Koll and 

Funk (371) view syntax as the structure of 

sentences, and the relationship of the parts of the 

sentences. From these definitions, it is noted that 

syntactic units as the constituents of sentences are 

the primary concern of every syntactic analysis in 

the study of a language. 

According to Radford (14) within traditional 

grammar, the syntax of a language is described in 

terms of taxonomy (i.e. the classificatory list) of 

the range of different types of syntactic structures 

found in the language. He further argues that the 

central assumption underpinning syntactic 

analysis in traditional grammar is that phrases 

and sentences are built up of a series of 

constituents (i.e. syntactic units) each of which 

belong to a specific grammatical category and 

serves a specific grammatical function. Given this 

assumption, the task of any grammatical analysis 

of the syntactic structure of any type of sentence 

is to identify each of the constituents in the 

sentence, what category it belongs to and the 

function it serves. That is to say the primary 

concern of this study is syntactic in nature. 

Syntax is believed to be a complex aspect of the 

English grammar because of the complexities of 

its structures. This explains why Aitchison (17) 

argues that syntactic change, that is, change in 

form and order of words is sometimes described 

as an elusive process compared to sound change. 

She explains that its apparent puzzling nature is 

partly due to its variety. 

What is an Error? 

Every user of a language encounters one problem 

or the other in the course of using that language. 

These problems occur as a result of incomplete 

mastery of that particular language. Users of a 

second language try to overcome these problems 

which indicate some level of incompetence in the 

language. Laymen normally dismiss this 

incompetence as slips or mistakes, but for 

linguists such as Headbloom cited in Ubahakwe, 

and Onukwor, “errors are not the same as 
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mistakes” (28). He buttresses further that 

“mistakes are not systematic but occur as a result 

of some phonological or sociological conditions” 

(28). Consequently, we can say that some 

mistakes do not indicate one‟s level of 

incompetence. Such random mistakes can be 

taken as slips such as spoonerisms and slips of 

tongue or pen. When mistakes are consistent and 

non-random, they are counted as errors, at any 

level of language. To Onukwor, the concept of 

language errors is a fuzzy one, pursuing an 

adequate definition of errors is like chasing a 

slippery eel. Just as its outline appears to emerge, 

it disappears into another conceptual category. 

Linguists have not fully agreed on the criterion 

for defining errors. Research into the field of 

errors is based now on the nature of errors. A 

sociologist, Labov, in trying to highlight the 

difficulties in stating what an error is, has stated 

that if someone uses a sentence structure that is 

not generated by the grammar, there is nothing to 

prevent us from setting it aside as a mistake or a 

dialect difference (200). 

The term „error‟, according to Hornby (390) as 

seen in Onukwor (xxv), is “a thing done wrongly, 

a mistake”. The term is related to the verb „to err‟ 

which in Latin originally meant “to wander 

from”. Thus, an error is taken to mean a deviation 

from a norm. One therefore, wonders what this 

norm actually is. Some people will refer to 

particular expressions as errors because they do 

not belong to the prestige dialect but this should 

not be so. This is because modern linguists 

emphasize what speakers can say rather than 

what speakers should say, that is, grammar 

should account for what is possible rather than 

what is the preferred standard of language. 

Investigations of errors should be on violation of 

grammatical rules, that is, deviations from what is 

possible in a language or a variety of that 

language rather than from formal registers. 

Most linguists do not bother defining errors 

because of their controversial nature; rather they 

go ahead to discuss sources of errors and their 

types. Some definitions of errors include the one 

by Richards which says that “In the speech or 

writing of a second or foreign language learner, 

the use of a linguistic term in a way which a 

fluent or native speaker of a language regards as 

showing faulty or incomplete learning is an error” 

(127). 

He also defines errors as “faults made by 

speakers during the production of sounds, words 

and sentences” (127). In the same vein, 

Headbloom (in Ubahakwe (ed.)) and Onukwor, 

defines it as “a systematic deviation from the 

target language by a non-native speaker” (28). 

From the above definitions, it could be 

established that errors are deviations from 

standard use of a language or possibilities in a 

language whether in writing or in speech. 

Theoretical Framework 

This study is underpinned by Traditional 

Grammar and the Structural Grammar as its 

theoretical framework. There is no single 

homogenous approach called traditional grammar 

unlike in the case of Transformational Generative 

Grammar propounded by Noam Chomsky or 

Systemic Grammar propounded by M.A.K 

Halliday, rather, it is an attempt to summarize the 

state of mind, the spectrum of methods and 

principles over the eighteenth and nineteenth 

centuries that are associated with many schools of 

thought. Wikipedia, online encyclopaedia views 

traditional grammar as framework for the 

description of the structure of language, it says 

traditional grammars are commonly used in 

language education. 

Therefore, Traditional Grammar is the school or 

study of grammar that precedes modern 

linguistics which is now regarded as scientific 

approach to the study of language. Its approach is 

one that is normative, definition-oriented, and 

prescriptive in nature. It represents an attempt to 

prescribe rules for language use. It prescribes 

rather than merely describes language. Emphasis 

is on correct usage, which is what speakers 

should say rather than what speakers actually say 

(Alagbe 95). It is this perception to correctness of 

sentences that has made traditional grammar to 

always prescribe how the structures of a language 

are supposed to be used.  Some of the 

prescriptions of traditional grammar as identified 

by Leech et al (185) are: “ Do not end a sentence 

or clause with a preposition”, “Do not begin a 

sentence with a coordinator such as and or but ”, 

“ When comparing two things, use a comparative 

construction: when comparing more than two 

things, use a superlative construction”. It can be 

argued that it is such prescriptions that make up 
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the principles of traditional grammar and that 

they guide the use and study of the English 

grammar. Ibid. (186) provide some reasons to 

justify prescriptive rules in grammar; they 

include: The fact that the rule helps one to 

communicate clearly, (a practical reason), it is in 

accordance with logic (an intellectual reason), the 

rule is in accordance with good taste (an aesthetic 

reason), the rule is in accordance with tradition (a 

historical reason), the rule is in accordance with 

standard English (a normative reason). All these 

reasons provide a justification for the need to 

adhere to the rules of grammar in such that one 

will use a language appropriately and effectively. 

Williams (79) says traditional grammar is 

prescriptive because it focuses on the distinction 

between what some people do with language and 

what they ought to do with it, according to a pre-

established standard. He opines that the chief 

goal of traditional grammar, therefore, is 

perpetuating a historical model of what 

supposedly constitutes proper language. 

Therefore, traditional grammar can be seen as an 

objective approach to the study of English 

grammar unlike other theories like systemic 

functional grammar and structural grammar 

which seem subjective since their principles and 

approaches can be easily modified to suit certain 

contexts. Traditional grammar distinguishes 

between the grammar of the elements that 

constitutes a sentence (subject, predicate, object, 

predicative sentence, clause and phrase) and the 

grammar within sentence elements (noun, 

adjective, determiner, verb, preposition, 

conjunction and pronoun). These are the major 

syntactic constituents that make up many English 

sentences. Therefore, it can be argued that 

traditional grammar is more interested in 

morphology and syntax and pays little or no 

attention to phonology, semantics and 

pragmatics.  

However, it is noticed that traditional grammar as 

an approach to the study of English grammar is 

not commonly thought in schools rather; it is 

used more as a concept of reference in the study 

of grammar. This explains why it is not as 

popular as other modern linguistic grammar 

theories like systematic functional grammar 

theory propounded by M.A.K Haliday. It is in 

this light that Leech et al (186) conclude that 

nowadays, with the decline of traditional 

grammar teaching, its rules, if they exist in 

people‟s mind at all, are often no more than 

vaguely remembered folktale. 

Structural Grammar also called structuralism 

refers to a descriptivist approach to grammar 

associated with the mid-twentieth century 

linguists such as Ferdinand de Saussure, Edward 

Sapir and Leonard Bloomfield. From the point of 

view of the structuralism, all texts can be 

analyzed for their underlying structures. 

According to Syal and Jindal (106), the structural 

linguist attempts to describe language in terms of 

its structure, as it is used, and try to look for 

„irregularities‟, and „patterns‟ or „rules‟ in 

language structure. In his own analysis, 

Bloomfield posited that language structure is 

associated with phoneme as the unit of phonology 

and morpheme as the unit of grammar. Therefore 

a linguist must be aware of the string of 

phonemes or morphemes that make up a sentence 

in order to study the structure of the sentence.  

Furthermore, the structural grammar theory 

considers the general characteristics or features of 

a language to be word order. This means that 

every language has its word order to suit its 

syntactic convention. Structuralists think that if 

the learners are taught correct language forms or 

structures, they will learn how to produce the 

correct language without errors. Errors, from the 

structuralists‟ point of view are not considered 

sins. Brooks says that “like a sin an error is to be 

avoided”. Structuralists further believe that the 

continuous appearance of errors is attributed to 

the inadequate teaching techniques or the sub 

sequenced instructional materials. Sentences 

therefore must be structured based on the correct 

sentence pattern and right word order in 

sentence(s). 

Methodology 

This study employed both primary and secondary 

methods of data collection. The primary data are 

essays of HND1 students taking the Use of 

English GST courses in Federal Polytechnic, 

Mubi, Adamawa State. The essays cut across 

descriptive, narrative and expository essays. One 

hundred copies of the students‟ essays provided 

the researcher with workable copies for the 

analysis.  
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The secondary method focuses on the collection 

of secondary materials or data for the study. 

These secondary data cover scholarly ideas, 

opinions and suggestions on the key terms and 

concepts of the research. Sources of the 

secondary data include: text books, journals, 

encyclopedia, empirical studies, dictionaries, and 

other printed as well as non-printed materials 

from the internet and the libraries. 

A purposive sampling analysis approach was 

used in this study. Alhasan (53) defines purposive 

sampling as a method in which the „researcher 

carefully selects the sample to reflect the purpose.  

The categories identified would be described 

using the traditional grammar and the structural 

grammar. The process of the analysis involved 

identification of the errors, categorization of the 

errors, analysis of the errors and then corrections. 

The subjects of this study would be selected 

HND1 students who take The Use of English 

course in Federal Polytechnic, Mubi, Adamawa 

State. They are made up of both male and female 

from different ethnic background. The data would 

be drawn from two essays –expository and 

descriptive essay. The essays were administered 

to the students, same topic so as to enable the 

researcher identify the progression of 

performance of the students. It is believed that 

HND students should be more acquainted with 

the grammatical rules. This research therefore 

examined the level of proficiency of the students. 

Presentation of Data and Analysis 

This section presents the analysis of the data 

collected by the researcher. The data were 

primarily (written) errors in essays of HND 

students of Federal Polytechnic Nasarawa as a 

reflection of similar errors in similar items in 

other parts of Nigeria. The language in which the 

investigation is based is the English language. 

The errors identified are grouped into: wrong use 

of capital letters, wrong use of determiners, 

concord errors, misplaced pronouns and 

determiners, wrong syllabification of words, 

wrong expressions, spelling and tense. 

The major concern of this paper is the 

identification and analysis of syntactic errors. 

These errors are grouped here, into the following 

five categories for easier assessment. 

Wrong Capitalization - CP 

Spelling - SP 

Punctuation - PN 

Tense - TS 

Concord - CD 

Spelling Errors 

According to Eyisi (323) as cited in Onukwor (ixi), “the failure to represent pronunciation accurately and 

consistently is to a large extent responsible for persistent spelling difficulties among Nigerian learners of 

English whose mother tongues are usually spelt as they are pronounced”. The frequency of spelling errors 

clearly indicates that they were due to incomplete mastery of the English language. While looking at these 

error samples, the researcher noticed that they occurred because the words were spelt as they were 

pronounced whereas some are not. 

Some of the spelling errors discovered included: 

1. Demostic animal… ------- domesticanimal… 

2. comflict ------- conflict … 

3. alerm… ---------- alarm… 

4. treal … --------- treat… 

5. burining … ------ burning. 

6. espeaily …  -------------- especially … 

7. … orphas … ----- orphans… 

8. ... uncomfurtable------- uncomfortable 

9. distruction--------destruction 

10. … sluttering -------- slaughtering 

11.  … varios ----- various 

12. … Tie----------- Tiv 

13. … safy--------- safe 

14. … surpose… ------ suppose 

15. … does --------------- those 



Journal of Languages, Linguistics and Literary Studies (JOLLS)         Http://www.jolls.com.ng 
Vol. 9. No. 3 January 2020                                                                ISSN : 2636-7149-6300 (online & print) 

 

CC BY-NC-ND                                                                                                                                         Joyce N.I 
 

148 

 

16. … must ------- most 

17. fight… ----------------------- fighting 

18. … headsmen ------------------- herdsmen 

19. … greasing … ------------ grazing  

20. peacefull …------------------------------- peaceful 

21. … menase … --------------------- menace  

22. … afte  ----------------------- after 

23. atack… --------- attack 

Examples 1 to 23 demonstrate spelling errors in the students‟ essays under study. The essays are replete 

with spelling errors among others. Some of the words spelt wrongly are as a result of how they are 

pronounced but for others, one can hardly account for reasons behind such spellings. Nevertheless, some of 

them are as a result of gross negligence on the part of the students. 

 

Punctuation Errors 

The rules guiding punctuation were contravened in some of the error samples observed by the researcher. 

Punctuation errors were less frequent than spelling errors. They also indicated the incomplete mastery of the 

English language rules, though some of these punctuation errors occurred out of carelessness on the part of 

the students. Examples 

24. The Federal Government of Nigeria. … ------------- the Federal Government of Nigeria … 

25.  Of recent, the Fulani herdsmen have been on rampage, destroying and killing people in many 

States, due to his precarious situation, …. Of recent, the Fulani herdsmen have been on 

rampage destroying and killing people in many states. 

26.  In Nigeria Fulani and Tie … In Nigeria, Fulani and Tiv… 

27.  So … So, 

28.  …before it mature for harvesting … …before it matures for harvesting. 

In examples 24 above, the student inserted a full stop after the phrase “The Federal Government of 

Nigeria” which is not a sentence but a phrase. Therefore, the full stop is wrongly inserted and closing 

the sentence at that point is also wrong. The sentence should therefore continue until a complete 

thought is expressed and then close with a full stop. Example 25 is another of punctuation error. Here, 

commas were preponderantly used. The first comma is acceptable but the structure between the first 

and second commas if removed, the sentence cannot flow from the structure before the first comma. So, 

the second comma should go. Nevertheless, the third and fourth commas were equally wrongly 

inserted. A sentence cannot be closed with a comma except a full stop. On a general note, the entire 

sentence is wrongly structured. 

Tense Errors 

Some tense errors were discovered at the course of analyzing the data. Tense errors indicated the influence 

of the first language, that is, mother tongue interference. The language users in some cases used only one 

tense to represent many forms. This can be traced to first language transfer as most Nigerian languages have 

one tense form for three different tense forms, that is, the same form serves as “the base form”, “the third 

person singular present tense”, and “the present participle”. In some Nigerian languages, the same form 

stands for both present and past tenses. However, the difference between the two tenses is indicated by tone. 

In the same way, the practice is transferred to the English language. Examples:  

29.  They have turn … ------------- they have turned … 

30.  …and calamity has before … -------- and calamity has befallen … 

31. … it has been carryout… -------- it has been carried out … 

32. … have be taking place … ------- have been taking place… 

33. …have to be taken place … --------------------- have to take place or happen … 

Concord Errors 

Cases of the violation of the rules of concord of number, person, case and voice were identified. In some 

instances, a singular subject was used for a plural verb while a plural subject was used for a singular verb. 
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Even non-count nouns were pluralized. Examples: 

34.  … When a farmer talkto them… ------------ talks 

35. … the country are facing … --------- is or the countries are facing … 

36. …the country need… --------------- needs 

37. …the Federal Government are trying their best … --------- the Federal Government is trying her 

best… 

38. ...and their neighbours which is the farmers … ------- and their neighbours who are farmers or … 

their neighbour who is a farmer 

39. …one of the biggest threat… ----------one of the biggest threats… 

40. … these misfortune … ------- these misfortunes… 

41.  … these issue… ----------- these issues … 

42.  … the people of these country… ----- the people of these countries … 

43.  … Fulani herdsmen has … -------- Fulani herdsmen have … 

44.  … some others harmful act which does not … ---- some other harmful acts which do not … 

 

Findings and Discussion 

From the study, the researcher was able to 

establish the following: 

i. Most cases of syntactic errors occur due to 

incomplete mastery of the English language, 

which is the language of instruction in Nigeria. 

ii. Syntactic errors occur as a result of low level 

of formal education of some of the students. In 

fact, the background of some of the students 

correlates with the quantity and nature of the 

errors they commit.  

iii. Some syntactic errors, which occurred in the 

essays, were as a result of interference from the 

first language (L1) of the students. 

The researcher discovered that there were 

numerous transfers of the first language rules to 

the second language (L2). 

iv. Some erroneous forms were as a result of 

gross negligence from the students. 

Pedagogical Implications of the Findings 

It has been noted that syntactic errors raise 

problems of pedagogy and quality of the English 

language teaching and learning. To this end, this 

paper will be of great benefit to the ESL learners, 

teachers, ESL curriculum planners, textbook 

designers and all who have passionate interest in 

the use of the English language. 

Having explored the causes of syntactic errors, it 

will guide the learners to avoid repeating them 

and will benefit teachers of English. Having 

exposed the sources and nature of syntactic 

errors, teacher of English will be more implicit in 

teaching spellings and calligraphy well in the 

early formal education. They should encourage 

the use of dictionary, early in school life. Also, 

there is need for proper teaching of English 

grammar using whatever appropriate method that 

has been found by experts to be most appropriate 

in ESL. Conversely, since the research has shown 

sufficient evidence of the negative effects on 

spelling and syntax, it is pertinent for all teachers 

of English at all levels to be familiar with error 

and contrastive analysis and the application of 

their findings in the classroom so as to reduce the 

incidence of syntactic errors by the products of 

our educational system.
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