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Abstract 

The paper attempts to x-ray the need for a new approach to the teaching and learning of French language 

in Nigerian polytechnics to meet current economic challenges.The only language whose learning comes in 

an offhand manner is the mother tongue also called the first language because nature endows the learner 

with inherent skills for its acquisition. Today, owing to history, Africans dissipate their energy in the 

learning of modern European languages to be able to fit into the global setting. Unfortunately, Nigerians in 

particular have laissez-faire attitude toward the learning of any language. No doubt, such indifferent 

behavior of not taking this noble project seriously makes the whole venture more laborious than it should 

be, even before it is embarked upon. The consequence is that we do not have so many good speakers of 

these languages in question, leading to the conclusion that most expressions being uttered by majority of 

the speakers are as ungrammatical as they are not communicating the appropriate and intended message. 

Therefore, there is need for new and more fascinating approach to the learning of a second language, and 

this is where French for specific purposes comes in.  The paper also suggests the study and mastery of 

French as a Second National language, the paper emphasises that a ‘second lingua franca’ must be 

brought to bear as one cannot detach language from the issue of economy. This is because language is the 

vehicle that carries all forms of information both verbal and non-verbal. Although French language has 

been declared as Nigerian’s second lingua franca after English language, the impact has not been felt. 

Hence, the paper recommends a thorough enforcement/implementation of all language policies especially, 

as it regards to the learning of French as a second National Language in order to meet up with the recent 

economic need bedevilling our dear nation. 
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Introduction 

Language is an inevitable tool for 

meeting current economic needs. It is one of the 

fundamental factors that define a people, and for 

any nation to actualise the desire for a 

progressive national economy, strong emphasis 

must be placed on the role of language in national 

economy. Current economic needs require global 

capabilities not only in terms of operational 

strength, but with regards to the quality of its 

people and their ability to adapt to different 

cultures and situations. Therefore, language 

proficiency, regional expertise and cross-cultural 

communication skills have become essential to 

our strategic success. The learning of French 

language as a tool for repositioning national 

economy, as well as, meeting current economic 

needs is very important and should be given more 

attention than what is seen or obtained today in 

Nigeria. Not forgetting the position of Nigeria in 

the map of Africa, we see a nation surrounded by 

French speaking nations: Cameroon in the east, 

Republic of Niger in the north-west, Benin in the 

west and Chad which is at the north-east of 

Nigeria. As a result, one must not underplay the 

importance of being able to communicate in 

French for a good and better relationship with her 

neighbours. 

Definition of Key Words 

It is important to note the meaning of some 

key words for better understanding. 

 Language 

 Specific purpose 

 Language is the most important aspect in the 

life of all living beings. Mclarghilin (2006,p.19) 

defines Language as the system of arbitrary 

verbal symbols (and non-verbal means), that 

speakers put in order according to a conventional 
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code, to communicate ideas and feelings or to 

influence the behaviour of others.  Language is 

used to express inner thoughts and emotions, to 

fulfil our wants and needs as well as establish 

rules and maintain our culture. This also includes 

the use of gesture, symbols and motions which 

could be written or verbal, as is the case with the 

deaf community. There is no form of 

communication without a language, and the basic 

means of conveying information is through 

statements of proposition. (A proposition is any 

declaration that asserts some matter of fact). 

There are estimated 7,000 to 8,000 languages 

spoken in the world today with a global 

population of over 7 billion. Language is an 

important means of communication, yet it also 

possesses an inherently dividing force among 

people. Pagel (2012) describes this dual polarity 

of language, at a Global TED Conference in 2011 

in Edinburgh, Scotland as: “Language is a piece 

of social technology for enhancing the benefits of 

cooperation, for reaching agreements, for striking 

deals, and for coordinating our activities”. On the 

other hand, he posits that “we (also) use our 

language not just to cooperate, but to draw rings 

around our cooperative groups, and to establish 

identities, and perhaps to protect our knowledge, 

and wisdom and skills, from eavesdropping from 

outside”. We must therefore, give particular 

importance to this later definition in an effort to 

better understand our global neighbours. 

Language to a great extent makes human 

existence worthwhile or chaotic. Obviously, for a 

globalised multicultural society, there is need to 

be multilingual. In an increasingly multicultural 

and multiethnic society, second language study 

gives unique insight into other cultures and builds 

cultural competence in a way that no other 

discipline is able to. Culture, as we know, is the 

way of life of any people, and language is a major 

distinctive aspect of any given culture. The 

awareness of a global community can be 

enhanced when there is opportunity to experience 

involvement with another culture through the 

mastery of a second language in this age of global 

interdependence. 

A major area of discouragement for 

learners of French language is, having to learn 

every aspect of the language before they are able 

to communicate effectively. This major reason 

anchors this paper: Teaching French language for 

specific purposes (FSP) in Polytechnics: a tool 

for meeting current economic need. 

It is no longer in doubt about the 

relevance of French language in Nigeria. All 

through the years, the voices of French teachers 

across the educational angles of the country have 

sounded loud and clear on the importance of 

sustaining and increasing the attention given to 

the teaching of French, owing to the numerous 

benefits to be derived therefrom. It has gained 

increasing attention that at the polytechnic 

communities across the country, more 

departments are teaching French at both O.N.D. 

and H.N.D. levels (Chikere, 2016). 

The question begging for an answer now 

is: What is a better approach to improving the 

teaching of French language in order to enhance 

significant outcomes? According to Chikere 

(2008) since it is obvious that: 

French language has become 

imperative for Nigerians in the 

Polytechnics where pragmatic 

manpower is produced to serve in 

various inter human activities… 

Commerce, Banking, Building and 

Construction, Transportation, 

Tourism, Office Technology and 

Management (OTM), Business 

Studies, Food Science, Catering 

and Hotel Management, Legal 

Studies, Accounting, Computer 

Studies, Quantity Surveying, 

Electronic Studies, Mechanical 

Engineering, Nutrition and 

Dietetics, Mass Communication, 

Library and Information Science… 

It then, becomes of paramount importance that 

the teaching of French, be tailored to suit the 

peculiar needs of the different disciplines of 

study. 

French for Specific Purposes: An Overview 

French for Specific Purposes is a course 

designed for non-native speakers of French, 

and/or people who do not speak French either as 

a mother tongue or as a lingua franca (official 
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language). It focuses therefore on students who 

need  to enhance their skills in French language 

for a specific work or study. This will in turn 

significantly impact on the human development 

efforts of the various disciplines. In addition, 

Owoeye (2010) identifies a major difference 

between French for General Purposes (FGP) and 

French for Specific Purposes. He stresses that 

while General French focuses on equipping 

students with both linguistic and communicative 

competence of French, French for Specific 

Purposes on the other hand is directed at 

equipping the learners with communicative 

competence in their specified discipline. This 

therefore, realises double objectives in that the 

specific needs are met while the competence in 

communication is also improved. 

It is worth noting that French for specific 

Purposes evolved from English for Specific 

Purposes (ESP). Its implementation and 

subsequent success led other language experts to 

delve into that area. While Owoeye (2010) 

acknowledges that language for Specific 

Purposes is an umbrella that applies to the study 

of different categories of language learning and 

teaching according to learner’s needs, he adopts 

the ESP model provided by Robinson (1991) to 

categorise the FSP programme: 

 

French for Specific Purposes 

 

 

French for Occupational Purposes (FOP)      

                                                                                              French for Academic Purposes (FAP) 

 

 

French for  French for       

 French for  French for Science 

Professional  Vocational                                      Academic     Technology 

Purposes (FPP)              Purposes (FVP)                                       Purposes      (FST) 

                     (other than FST) 

 

Accordingly, this schema as illustrated by 

Owoeye (2010) enables the learners to be taught 

according to their specific needs. While French 

for occupational purposes is used for persons who 

need French to perform their tasks, French for 

Academic Purposes targets students who are to be 

equipped with general study skills. The further 

divisions of the categories of  both FOP and FAP 

is narrowed  down to more specific areas; all 

geared towards enhancing their communicative 

performance in specialised areas without 

necessarily over laboring them with bulky 

linguistic details. This will further enable the 

students to be more employable upon graduation. 

As Obianuju and Muotoo (2016) asserts: 

If students in these disciplines are 

made to gain working knowledge 

of the French  language as it 

applies to their programmes, they 

will become much more 

marketable than otherwise 

because companies and other 

employers of labour who have 

links within and outside Nigeria, 

might want to use their services 

realizing that they could function 

within a French-related 

environment. It would become 

possible for them to seek 

employment outside the country 

therefore reducing the number of 

unemployed youths roaming the 

streets and constituting additional 

burden for the government. 

The above assertion lends credence to the fact 

that considering the current economic situation 

faced by Nigerian students, in order to succeed in 

their diverse fields, they must be taught French 

for specific purposes. As Dickson (2002, p.6) is 

quick to remind us, the position of Secretary of 
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the United Nations was lost by Nigeria since her 

candidate was neither bilingual nor did she 

possess a working knowledge of French. 

Challenges 

i) One of the major challenges militating 

against the flourishing in the polytechnics 

is the lack of interest by the government 

in pursuing the implementation of FSP 

programme by all the polytechnics in the 

country. At present, only a handful of 

schools are teaching FSP. 

ii) Owing to the above, there is also no 

existing syllabus for polytechnic French 

Teachers to work with (Chikere, 2016). 

Consequently, there are also no working 

materials. Thus, no coherent and 

cohesive methodology is applied by the 

French teachers in FSP. 

iii) Furthermore, there has not been much 

ambition and enthusiasm on the part of 

the French government in training 

polytechnic French teachers for FSP. 

Again, only a handful of teachers in 

selected schools have been trained either 

locally or internationally on teaching 

FSP. Chikere (2016) laments that the 

repulsion and coldness received from the 

officials of the French Embassy as a 

polytechnic French teacher leaves much 

to be desired. These among many others, 

could hamper the sustainability of FSP in 

the polytechnics. 

The Way Forward 

Below are some suggestions on how to 

ensure that FSP is sustained in Nigerian 

Polytechnics in order to achieve the desired 

objectives: 

i) Drafting a comprehensive syllabus for 

FSP by a team of experts to cover all the 

special needs of the polytechnic students 

in their courses of study. 

ii) Compulsory training on FSP for all 

polytechnic French lecturers. 

iii) Committed efforts by government 

through its relevant body, the National 

Board for Technical Education (NBTE) 

to enforce FSP in all polytechnics. At 

present while some departments in some 

polytechnics offer French, others do not. 

iv) Increasing the contact hours of the 

teaching of French in the polytechnics. In 

most polytechnics, French is only taught 

once a week. Improving the number 

allotted to French will help to 

reinvigorate the interest of the students, 

the polytechnic community and wider 

community. 

Conclusion 

Indeed, for any nation like ours to attain 

greatness, the issue of second official language 

should not be handled with levity. French is 

supposed to be taught and made compulsory, 

right from the nursery and primary school so that 

it will not be a great burden or task in the future. 

Though, it has been found to be very useful and 

its utilisation is across the globe. Learning the 

language does not only give one added 

advantage, it has proved to play a tremendous 

role in solving current economic challenges. 

There is need to re-engineer the teaching and 

learning of the language at all levels of learning 

in Nigeria in order to prepare various Nigeria 

graduates and professionals for the economic 

needs and challenges. As well, for the role of 

French to be well implemented, there must be 

encouragement on the part of the government, by 

providing the necessary facilities for the teaching 

and learning of the subject, such as introduction 

of ICT, as this will boost the interest of the 

learners and also make both learning and teaching 

fun. 
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