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Abstract 

The Nigerian youth has always been, by default, at the centre of discussions towards national 

development.  This centrality has, however, not translated to a better deal for the teeming number 

of youths that roam the streets due to inadequate provision and or protection.  This paper has 

engaged in determining reasons for a great number of unemployed and unemployable youth.  This 

research employed the social responsibility theory to analyze the situation on hand and observes 

that most problems of the youth hinge on lack of functional literacy. Social responsibility is an 

ethical framework that suggests that an entity theory in individual is accountable for fulfilling their 

civil duty, the action of an individual must benefit society and the environment. This paper 

suggests that educational policies should be geared towards making education more practical, by 

equipping educational institutions, and de-emphasizing paper certification.  This branding will 

bring about the change and orientation which Nigeria requires if the youth must be productive and 

contribute to the nation‟s growth.   

 

Introduction 

One of the objectives of literacy 

improvement stressed by the United Nations 

Educational Scientific and Cultural 

Organisation (UNESCO, 1990) is 

“Functional Literacy”.  Functional literacy 

before the approach is a method used to teach 

people how to read well enough to function 

in a complex society. According to 

UNESCO, effective literacy teaching 

programme is integrative, developing not 

only language skills for communicative 

competence but also injecting citizenship 

education and co-operation in society. Those 

who are functionally illiterate are prone to 

face social intimidation, poverty, armed 

robbery, prostitution, militancy and other 

social ills. The youth are the most vulnerable 

group to these social malaises. Literacy 

culture is learned as a way of life and it is 

best cultivated when people are young. Being 

able to read and write should be encouraged 

among our youth but it should be extended 

further to acquiring basic functional skills to 

enhance development of the individual. 

Youth development is crucial to national 

development. Youth development involves 

social, mental, cultural, aesthetic and political 

growth of the young population in the 

society. The social responsibility theory 

provides that everyone says something or 

expresses his opinion about the media and 

about government programmes; for only such 

situation can foster holistic participation of 
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the majority. On one hand therefore, the 

media must take social responsibility and if 

they do not, government or other 

organizations should. In communication, the 

theory gives free hand for the media to 

operate and the theory goes from the basic 

objectivity of the press to “interpretative” or 

investigation reporting. In this paper, we link 

this theory to national development because 

the press communication activities and 

programmes of government are crucial tools 

to the people. 

The youth is one who has ceased to be a 

child, but has not yet become an adult in his 

society. In Nigeria, the youth are those within 

the ages 15-35. The population of the youth 

in Nigeria indicates that more than half of the 

population is made up of the youth. A society 

that pays lip services to matters that affect its 

youth is doomed. Another salient term in this 

paper is youth participation which relates to 

being an active actor and collaborator in a 

thing, idea or production. In this case, it is the 

process by which individuals join hands 

birthing a product or service developed with 

one brand, company or product line in 

affiliation; and marketed or distributed with 

distinct identity for the good of the majority. 

Rebranding means changing the corporate 

image of a product or service. A product is 

rebranded when it is defects in the product or 

to meet with the changing needs of the 

business environment. This paper sees the 

youth as a product or brand of Nigerian and 

advocates for a better type of literacy that 

could redefine the country‟s image. A youth 

equipped with the best type of literacy would 

certainly contribute to the rebranding of the 

Nigeria project. And this will be achieved 

through effective educational policies. 

Educational policies should be wholly 

articulated, carefully structured and fully 

implemented. The major factor in developing 

a well rounded youth is education. 

Knowledge for youth is power which sets 

him free from ignorance. According to 

Dallman (1974:8) “The world of people and 

events encountered on the printed „page may 

shape a reader‟s perspective. It may heighten 

his appreciation of the physical world about 

him or give him a sense of excitement about 

the future. 

Education and literacy are complimentary. 

Neither of them can exist without the other. 

Hence Odumuh (2004:131) posits that 

“literacy is the heart of education, and so we 

must constantly reexamine our literacy goals 

and relate them to the goals of education, 

which invariable are the needs of society.” In 

order to achieve the goals of education, 

functional literacy should be employed 

extensively. Educational policy should ensure 

that students attain the functional literacy 

level required to comprehend the basic texts 

and documents associated with competent 

citizenship and participation. 
 

Historical background of Nigeria’s 

educational policy 

The first colonial policy on education was in 

1925. The policy was for Africa and it 

touched on primary, secondary and adult 

education. Little modification was made to 

the policies introduced in 1935, 1940 and 

1945 with emphasis being adult education. 

The colonial educational policy centered on 

the production of literate nationals who were 

required to occupy positions which would 

strengthen the colonial administration. Thus 

“our educational institutional ; few as they 

were remained factors for producing clerks, 

interpreters, forest guards  and sanitary 

inspectors as no professional nor 

entrepreneurial skill was envisaged in  the 

educational system” (Akinyemi, 1987). The 

policies were deficient because education for 

self appraisal and employment was de-

emphasized. These policies contributed in no 
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small measure to the prevalent serious 

unemployment problems. In 1959, the Ashby 

commission was set up to review the earlier 

educational policy. There was great concern 

to produce manpower to take over 

government jobs being vacated by the 

colonialists. In 1981, an educational policy 

with emphasis on industrialization and the 

issues of self employment  evolved, but has 

some inadequacies, self employment after 

school, college and university education was 

not properly handled. For example, it states 

that one of the objectives of primary 

education is “providing basic tools for further 

educational advancement, including 

preparation for trades and crafts of the 

locality.” Another example on Higher 

Education ( i. e. Universities, Polytechnics, 

Colleges of Education) the issues of self 

employment was not mentioned. The concern 

mainly was on the development of high level 

manpower. The educational policy in 1981 

had concern for science and technology and 

none for self-employment. Though the 

national policy on secondary and technical 

education show some concern on self- 

document put a lot of emphasis on 

acquisition of technical skill by students for 

the purpose of giving employment, such 

concern can be said to be very negligible 

because “by and large, the whole policy of 

employment is federal character based” 

(Aladekomo 2004:76). 

There is lack of coherence between 

educational policies and self employment 

policies. Training an individual should be 

geared towards making him function 

optimally by being less dependent on 

government and its agencies. There is a need 

for major policy re-evaluation to achieve 

integration and coherence so as to impact ball 

aspects of human resource development. A 

well articulated and fully implemented 

education policy will change the youth to 

aspire changing the corporate image of 

Nigeria because an individual change is a 

prerequisite for community and social 

change. These education policies should 

more than ever before lay much emphasis on 

functional literacy. 
 

Why functional literacy for the Nigerian 

youth? 

Functional literacy is literacy that acts. That 

is, it is the ability to read and write well 

enough to make the practitioner an invaluable 

asset to society. Functional literacy therefore 

involves more than acquiring the skill of 

reading and writing. It entails a translation of 

theoretical skills to solving practical life‟s 

challenges. 

Functional literacy has more than ever in 

Nigeria become one major means of solving 

Nigerian‟s multifaceted youth-oriented 

problems. As problems of Youth restiveness 

in Niger Delta and other parts of Nigeria 

continue to bother society, this paper 

observed that most youth who perpetrate 

heinous anti-social vices give unemployment 

as a major cause that has led them to crime.  

This is largely due to the type of education 

they received which has been highlighted. 

Many illiteracies exist today.  While one may 

be literate to know how to read and write, 

other literacies are required for one to be 

functionally literate.  Such other types 

include computer literacy, information 

literacy, practical literacy, e-literacy and e-

business communication literacy. 

Functional literacy is not the preserve of any 

profession.  One who has acquired functional 

literacy is equipped with such skill that he 

can fit in well and actively participate in 

many disciplines and callings.  For example, 

a farmer who is functionally literate in the 

rural area of a developing country like 

Nigeria may be functionally illiterate in the 

area of technology in the urban area. 
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The social direction of functional literacy 

seems even more influential.  A well oriented 

youth with functional literacy skills will be 

well adjusted in society and can contribute to 

the development of that society because he 

can read notices, circulars, magazines and 

newspapers.  The reading individual lends a 

hand to good governance.  Such a person is 

able to realize that his positive contribution 

will grow and sustain his society.  

Functional literacy, for instance makes it 

possible for people to be able to read traffic 

signs and obey them for both societal good 

and personal survival.  Thus the kind of 

literacy we advocate more for the youth of 

Nigeria is patriotism-focused. Bereft of 

functional literacy, the individual does not 

function optimally.  An increase in number of 

such citizens increases tension and friction.  

This is why the polity is usually heated when 

a simple matter of misunderstanding in the 

country is at the brink of collapse. 

Education in developing countries must is 

detailed towards functionalism.  Wilson 

(1996) points out that “more researchers, 

organizers, politicians and employers of 

labour recognize that individual change is a 

pre-requisite for community change”.  This is 

the rebranding required for the youth today.  

(Speer and Hughey, 1995).  To rebrand the 

nation, the individual must change to enable 

a synergy that will crystallize in finding 

solutions to the nation‟s complex 

developmental problems. A nation‟s level of 

civic literacy is determined by the skill, 

ability and capacity of the educational 

products.  When the products of an 

educational process are not literate enough, 

society loses. 
 

Recommendations 

Educational policies should be geared 

towards functional literacy because it 

empowers economically, politically and 

socially.  Empowerment is a multi-

dimensional social process that helps people 

gain control over their own lives. 

There should be a closer cooperation and 

greater collaboration between education and 

employment particularly self-employment in 

order to help the Nigerian child.  In doing 

this the education trust fund and TETfund 

must buy into progammes the promote the 

development of practical skills. 

Total re-branding of the programmes of the 

National Orientation Agency must be 

overhauled to meet present day practical 

needs of Nigeria‟s development. One strategy 

for this will be getting to grassroots where 

there are no electricity and good roads to 

reassure the Nigerian child there that there is 

still hope even without formal education. 
 

Conclusion 

Unemployment has reached an embarrassing 

level in Nigeria and the loss of an 

employment opportunity for young people 

and graduates has led to frustration and 

engagement of these idle, ill-equipped youth 

to perpetrate evil advertently and 

inadvertently. A glaring panacea for national 

development is to equip the youth functional 

literacy so as to be in a better position to help 

rebrand the corporate image of Nigeria 

because a brand new youth will in turn 

translate to a brand image for the country. 
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