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Abstract 

Funeral tributes in Igboland, though central to grief, identity, and communal values, 

remain underexplored in scholarship despite their presence in programme booklets and 

memorial publications. This study analyses thirty written tributes from five southeastern 

Nigerian States, Abia, Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu, and Imo, using Relevance Theory and 

Mutual Contextual Beliefs (MCB). Findings highlight stylistic features such as metaphor, 

repetition, cultural symbolism, and narrative personalization, showing that tributes serve 

both as memorials and as vehicles of cultural continuity, collective memory, and 

ideological reinforcement. Choices like ancestral metaphors, communal references, and 

rhetorical intensification enhance emotional resonance and situate the deceased within 

shared cultural contexts. The study recommends further research into oral and digital 

tributes, especially on social media, to understand how contemporary Igbo mourning 

practices are evolving. 

Keywords: Funeral tributes, Igboland, cultural continuity, collective memory and 

relevance theory 

 

Introduction 

Funerals in Igboland are not merely 

occasions of mourning, but elaborate cultural 

performances that embody communal identity, 

solidarity, and shared beliefs. Death is conceived 

as a transition into the ancestral realm, where the 

deceased becomes a guide for the living Okoro 11. 

Rituals such as kola nut presentation, music, 

dance, masquerades, wrestling, and the New Yam 

festival reflect this worldview, each act carrying 

symbolic weight: kola nuts signify communion 

and continuity Uchendu 45; Nwinya 88, music and 

dance embody vitality Ojaide and Ojaruega 23, 

masquerades represent ancestral presence 

Onebunne 22, wrestling dramatizes masculine 

honour Ayodabo 20; Nzekwu 57, and yam 

festivals symbolize renewal and reincarnation 

Okonkwo 205; Manus 122. Together, these 

practices transform funerals into cultural texts that 

dramatize hierarchy, reinforce solidarity, and 

situate death within broader ecological and 

cosmological frameworks. 

Within this setting, funeral tributes, 

whether spoken or written\ emerge as vital 

rhetorical acts. Programme tributes in booklets and 

memorial publications honour the deceased, 

console the bereaved, and reaffirm communal 

values by blending personal grief with cultural 

symbols. Scholars have emphasized this rhetorical 

dimension: Adegoju and Odebunmi 34 highlight 

how tributes articulate grief and reaffirm 

communal ties, Burke 34 underscores the stylistic 

devices metaphor, repetition, hyperbole, and 

narrative personalization that intensify emotion 

and clarify meaning, and Okoye 77 demonstrates 

how Christian references blend with traditional 

cosmology to produce layered meanings. 

It is important to note, however, that 

funeral rites in Igboland vary significantly 

depending on the age of the deceased, a distinction 
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that shapes both ritual practice and the rhetorical 

texture of tributes. For aged persons, death is often 

interpreted as a natural transition into the ancestral 

realm, and ceremonies are correspondingly 

elaborate, featuring music, dance, feasting, and 

symbolic acts that affirm continuity between the 

living and the ancestors. Such rites celebrate 

longevity and communal fulfillment, situating the 

deceased as an “ancestor-in-waiting” whose life 

embodies cultural ideals of endurance and social 

contribution. In contrast, the death of a younger 

person is perceived as a rupture in the communal 

order, a premature loss that evokes sorrow rather 

than celebration. Funeral practices in these cases 

are more restrained, marked by solemnity, 

lamentation, and curtailed ritual display. Scholars 

such as Ezeme 45 and Ken-Anaukwu 22 note that 

tributes for elders often employ ancestral 

metaphors and hyperbolic praise to reinforce 

continuity and collective memory, while 

Ogobegwu 10 observes that tributes for younger 

deaths rely on intensification, repetition, and 

emotive personalization to underscore the tragedy 

of an unfinished life. 

Although funerals in Igboland have been 

widely studied as cultural performances, the 

language of tributes, whether written or spoken 

texts accompanying these rituals, has received 

little scholarly attention. Existing literature 

emphasizes ritual acts and symbolism, leaving 

stylistic and communicative features 

underexplored. Yet tributes are central to how 

communities articulate grief, affirm identity, and 

transmit values. Without examining their linguistic 

dimensions, our understanding of funerals as 

holistic cultural events remains incomplete. This 

study addresses that gap through a stylistic 

analysis of thirty written tributes from five 

southeastern states. It situates tributes within 

discourse analysis, communication studies, and 

cultural studies, highlighting how devices such as 

metaphor, imagery, repetition, and cultural 

references perform communicative and emotional 

functions. By analysing tributes stylistically, the 

research expands theoretical discussions of 

relevance and contextual belief while offering 

practical insights for sensitive public speaking. 

Ultimately, tributes emerge not as passive 

reflections of grief but as active cultural texts that 

sustain communal bonds, transmit values, and 

shape collective memory. 

Yet despite their ubiquity, tributes remain 

understudied compared to ritual practices. Existing 

scholarship has richly explored ritual 

performances, stylistic devices, and comparative 

traditions across African societies, but little 

attention has been paid to written programme 

tributes in Igboland and to how age-related 

distinctions shape their rhetoric. This study 

addresses these gaps by analyzing thirty written 

tributes from five southeastern Nigerian states, 

situating them as cultural performances and 

linguistic artifacts that sustain memory, negotiate 

plural cosmologies, and reproduce social order. 

Objectives 

1. To identify and analyze the dominant 

stylistic features of written funeral tributes 

in Igboland, examining how linguistic and 

rhetorical devices reflect Igbo cultural 

values, mourning practices, and social 

identities.  

2. To explore the communicative, emotional, 

and ideological functions of funeral 

tributes, highlighting how they blend 

traditional, Christian, and humanist 

worldviews to construct meaning, express 

grief, and reinforce communal bonds. 

3. To apply Relevance Theory and Mutual 

Contextual Beliefs as analytical 

frameworks for understanding how 

meaning is inferred within culturally 

shared contexts, thereby contributing to 

the stylistic and pragmatic analysis of 

African commemorative discourse. 

Methodology  

This study adopts a qualitative, 

descriptive-interpretive design suited to texts rich 

in cultural meaning and stylistic variation. The aim 

is not simply to catalogue features but to 

understand how they generate meaning, move 

audiences, and embed ideology in affect (Burke 

34). Thirty written tributes were purposively 

sampled from programme booklets across Abia, 

Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu, and Imo States to 

capture stylistic diversity. Each tribute is treated as 

a situated performance within a cognitive and 
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cultural ecology, where interpretation depends on 

shared knowledge and the audience’s readiness to 

supply premises through Mutual Contextual 

Beliefs (Lukin 102). 

Analysis proceeded in three stages. First, 

stylistic features such as metaphor, repetition, 

hyperbole, narrative personalization, apostrophe, 

parallelism, and code-switching were identified. 

Second, these features were mapped to Jakobson’s 

six language functions: referential, emotive, 

conative, phatic, poetic, and metalingual. Finally, 

interpretation was guided by Relevance Theory 

and MCB: stylistic devices were examined for how 

they optimize effect with minimal effort, while 

symbols and proverbs were analyzed for how they 

derive meaning from collective assumptions 

(Sperber and Wilson 58; Okoye 80). Particular 

attention was given to the ideological function of 

tributes, showing how stylistic choices naturalize 

authority, affirm communal values, and negotiate 

identity across Christian and traditional 

cosmologies (Adeyemi and Osoba 71; Ezeanya 

98). 

Ethical considerations included omitting 

the names of tribute writers to preserve 

confidentiality, consistent with the impersonality 

of institutional discourse (Fairclough 91). 

Limitations include the small sample size, reliance 

on printed booklets, and exclusion of oral and 

digital tributes. Future research should extend to 

oral performances and emerging digital 

memorials, which increasingly shape Igbo 

mourning practices. 

Validity was ensured through 

triangulation: recurring stylistic patterns across 

genres, documented meanings of symbols and 

proverbs within the community, and consistent 

closure markers such as blessings and pledges 

across ceremonies (Okoye 80; Ezeanya 98). This 

reflexive approach anchors interpretation in 

demonstrable textual cues and culturally attested 

beliefs rather than researcher projection. 

Theoretical framework 

This study draws on Relevance Theory 

and Mutual Contextual Beliefs (MCB) to explain 

how funeral tributes achieve meaning within 

shared cultural environments and to guide the 

analysis of the selected texts. On Relevance 

Theory, Sperber and Wilson (58) posits that 

communication seeks maximum cognitive effect 

with minimal effort. Stylistic devices such as 

metaphor, repetition, and imagery heighten 

relevance by linking language to familiar cultural 

schemas. For instance, describing death as a 

“journey to the land of spirits” resonates with Igbo 

cosmology, reducing interpretive effort while 

intensifying emotional impact. In the analysis, this 

principle will be applied by examining how such 

stylistic devices function across the corpus of 

tributes to achieve optimal relevance within 

cultural contexts. The framework will therefore 

help identify how linguistic choices maximize 

emotional resonance while minimizing 

interpretive effort for audiences. 

MCB clarifies how collective assumptions 

and cultural memory shape interpretation. 

Symbols like kola nuts, yam festivals, and 

masquerades carry immediate weight because their 

meanings are socially sedimented through 

repeated ritual use. Invoking these symbols 

activates communal knowledge, reinforces 

identity, and situates tributes within a moral 

cosmos already familiar to audiences (Okoye 80). 

In relevance-theoretic terms, such symbols deliver 

strong contextual effects at low processing cost. In 

the analysis, MCB will be applied to trace how 

these cultural references are mobilized in tributes, 

showing how communal knowledge and shared 

beliefs enable audiences to infer meaning and 

situate the deceased within collective identity. 

Together, Relevance Theory and MCB highlight 

tributes as both linguistic and cultural artifacts. 

Stylistic choices align with audience cognition, 

while cultural references deepen interpretation. In 

practice, the analysis will use Relevance Theory to 

map how stylistic devices achieve resonance, 

while MCB will interpret how cultural references 

and communal symbols deepen meaning. This 

dual framework demonstrates that tributes are not 

ornamental texts but deliberate rhetorical acts and 

vehicles of emotional expression, ideological 

reinforcement, and cultural continuity that sustain 

memory and reproduce identity across 

generations. 
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Data Analysis 

The thirty written tributes, purposively sampled from programme booklets across Abia, Anambra, 

Ebonyi, Enugu, and Imo States, were analyzed and systematically presented under five major stylistic 

categories: metaphor, symbolism, repetition, hyperbole, and narrative personalization. 

• Metaphor: These tributes employ metaphors that transform grief into culturally resonant imagery, 

framing death as pilgrimage, wounds, or ambassadorial service images that audiences readily interpret 

within both Igbo and Christian cosmologies. 

• Symbolism: Symbolic references activate communal and religious memory, reinforcing values of 

industriousness, kinship, and Christian eschatology, thereby situating the deceased within shared 

cultural and spiritual frameworks. 

• Repetition: Recurrent use of names, titles, and phrases intensifies emotional impact, engraves 

memory, and dramatizes communal solidarity, ensuring that grief is collectively expressed and 

remembered. 

• Hyperbole: Exaggerated expressions elevate the virtues of the deceased and dramatize grief, 

presenting them as larger-than-life figures whose influence transcends ordinary human measure. 

• Narrative Personalization: Personal anecdotes and intimate recollections embed tributes within 

lived experiences, blending private memory with communal meaning and reinforcing identity through 

everyday details. 

Together, these stylistic devices reveal how funeral tributes in Igboland function not merely as expressions of 

grief but as cultural texts that sustain memory, affirm communal values, and negotiate the intersection of 

tradition and faith. 

 

Abia,  

Stylistic Analysis ofTributes to Prof. Eleazar Uchenna Ikonne  

 

🌸 Metaphor 

• “Attempted to build a whole universe from a grain of sand” – Salman Rushdie’s metaphor used 

to describe his scholarly depth and ability to expand knowledge from small beginnings. 

• “He was a big engine of life which did not stop pulsating” – a metaphor for his relentless energy 

and resilience in problem-solving. 

• “Footprints firmly stamped on the sands of time” – a metaphor for enduring legacy and lasting 

impact. 

• “Beacon of light among men” – metaphor for guidance, wisdom, and inspiration. 

 

🕊️ Symbolism 

• Knighthood of Saint Christopher – symbolizes his devotion to faith and service in the Anglican 

Communion. 

• Nickname “Psychedelic” symbolizes his vibrant personality and social charisma. 

• Title “Ugo Ocha Ukwa la Ngwa” – symbolizes communal pride and recognition of his leadership. 

• Wedding toast “Simply natural the way we are, God the gift, the giver” – symbolizes divine 

blessing and authenticity in his marital life. 

• Building houses for widows and returning land to distressed families symbolizes compassion, 

restoration, and justice. 

 

🔁 Repetition 
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• “Adieu…” – repeated across tributes (Adieu Prof, Adieu Dede Global, Adieu Ugonmuta) to 

emphasize collective mourning. 

• “Thank you…” – repeated in his son’s tribute to highlight gratitude for his guidance, love, and 

legacy. 

• “Dream” – repeated in the tribute to his unaccomplished visions, stressing his aspirations for Abia 

State. 

• “You were…” / “He was…” – recurring across tributes to reinforce his qualities and virtues. 

 

🌟 Hyperbole 

• “He is no doubt the father of Optometry in Nigeria” – exaggerates his pioneering role to elevate 

his professional stature. 

• “Your legacies are huge and soar to the highest heavens” – hyperbolic praise of his enduring 

influence. 

• “You were a King among men” – elevates his status beyond ordinary human measure. 

• “It will take time to beat your records in Abia State University” – exaggerates his achievements 

to immortalize his impact. 

• “One of a special kind created by God” – hyperbolic emphasis on his uniqueness. 

 

🌟 Narrative Personalization 

• Wife’s tribute (“You promised me a good life if I stayed with you… and you kept your promise”) 

– deeply personal memory of their early relationship, blending intimacy with gratitude. 

• Son’s tribute (“By the way, it seems Arsenal might run away with the league this season; I know 

you would have loved that”) – personalizes grief with shared humour and football passion. 

• Daughter-in-law’s tribute (“Double-D, do you want anything?”) – personalizes his kindness and 

affection through everyday gestures. 

• Justice Nwabughogu’s tribute (“Even on the historic day of the wedding, you were adorned in 

your warden regalia”) – personalizes his faith and discipline, tying it to family memory. 

• Community tributes (“He built houses for widows… gave back land to families”) – personalize 

his social service by recounting specific acts of generosity. 

 

Anambra 

Stylistic Analysis of Tributes to Professor Michael Azubuike Maduabum 

🌸 Metaphor 

• “The light you left behind will shine on the paths of men” – a metaphor for his enduring influence 

and legacy guiding others. 

• “Prof was like a shining star that opened up opportunities for all and sundry” – a metaphor for 

inspiration and illumination. 

• “You died on your post like a soldier” – a metaphor for dedication and service until the very end. 

• “A gentleman with polish” – metaphor for refinement, dignity, and grace in character. 

🕊️ Symbolism 

• Westlife song lyrics quoted by his son symbolize grief and irreplaceable loss through popular culture 

references. 

• His Peugeot 404 car with music symbolizes cherished family memories and bonding moments. 

• The sobriquet “Brother!” exchanged with colleagues symbolizes fraternity, unity, and shared 

identity beyond blood ties. 

• His role in the Education Committee symbolizes empowerment and opportunity for future 

generations. 
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• Marriage and family legacy – symbolize continuity, love, and rootedness in tradition. 

 

 

 

🔁 Repetition 

• “A man who…” – repeated in his son’s tribute to emphasize multiple facets of his character (father, 

husband, role model). 

• “Thank you…” – repeated in tributes to highlight gratitude for his sacrifices and guidance. 

• “Rest in Peace…” / “Adieu…” – repeated across tributes to reinforce closure and collective 

mourning. 

• Biblical references (“A time to be born and a time to die”) – repeated to frame his life within 

divine order. 

 

🌟 Hyperbole 

• “One of a kind man” – exaggerates uniqueness to stress irreplaceability. 

• “There was nothing you couldn’t do if you wanted to” – hyperbolic praise of his capability and 

determination. 

• “A day I wish never came; a day I wished wasn’t in the calendar” – exaggerates grief to emphasize 

emotional devastation. 

• “Colossus” – hyperbolic description of his stature in education and community service. 

• “Your legacy will soar to the highest heavens” – exaggerates his impact to immortalize his 

contributions. 

 

🌟 Narrative Personalization 

• Son’s tribute (“Daddy’s boy, Chuli’s Chuli’s, soo soo, as you always call me”) – personalizes 

grief with affectionate nicknames. 

• Daughter’s tribute (“It was a black Sunday… you sacrificed your comfort for others”) – 

personalizes her pain with vivid memory of the day of his death. 

• Sister’s tribute (“You were not just a father to your biological children but also to those around 

you”) – personalizes his generosity and inclusiveness. 

• Colleague’s tribute (“Brother!… Nwanne di na mba”) – personalizes professional respect with 

cultural kinship. 

• Family tribute (“You died on your post”) – personalizes his dedication by tying it to communal 

service and responsibility. 

 

Ebonyi: Stylistic Analysis of Tributes to Benedict Oko Elechi 

🌸 Metaphor 

• “He took care of any vehicle assigned to him as one would a child” – compares his dedication to 

car maintenance with parental care, highlighting his tenderness and responsibility. 

• “May your journey to eternity be as peaceful as you were in this life” – death is metaphorically 

described as a journey, emphasizing continuity and serenity. 

• “Daddy was the choice driver for consecutive years” – metaphorically elevates his professional 

role to signify leadership and reliability. 

 

🕊️ Symbolism 

• Naming children after benefactors (Agnes, Otta) symbolizes gratitude and remembrance, turning 

names into living memorials of kindness. 
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• Food items brought from the North (beans, yams, kilishi, groundnuts) – symbolize abundance, 

generosity, and his role as provider. 

• “Prof” nickname – symbolizes intellectual respect and mastery, even though he was a driver, 

showing how knowledge transcends formal education. 

• Thanksgiving service at RCCG symbolizes renewal, faith, and divine acknowledgment of survival 

after illness. 

 

🔁 Repetition 

• “Adieu…” – repeated across multiple tributes (Adieu Daddy, Adieu Ben, Adieu Prof) to emphasize 

farewell and collective grief. 

• “Rest in Peace” – repeated to reinforce closure and eternal calm. 

• “Daddy was…” – recurring phrase in the main tribute, reinforcing his qualities and values in different 

contexts (discipline, kindness, enterprise). 

• “He was…” – repetition across tributes to highlight consistency in character and virtues. 

 

🌟 Hyperbole 

• “He never took the second position in class throughout” – exaggerates his brilliance to stress 

academic excellence. 

• “One of the best men that ever lived” amplifies his virtues to elevate his legacy. 

• “It will take time to beat your records in Anambra Imo River Basin” – exaggerates his 

professional achievements to immortalize his impact. 

• “We could not have asked for a better father” – hyperbolic praise to emphasize his irreplaceable 

role. 

 

🌟 Narrative Personalization 

• Wife’s tribute (“I still wake up every morning hoping this is a dream”) – deeply personal grief, 

showing intimate emotional connection. 

• Children’s tributes (“I was always afraid of his beatings…”, “Adieu my brain box”) – blend 

discipline with affection, personalizing his role in their upbringing. 

• Son-in-law’s tribute (“Among all her suitors, you loved me without reservation”) – personalizes 

acceptance and love, showing his inclusive nature. 

• Uncle’s tribute (“He shielded him from being conscripted into the war”) – personalizes survival 

and gratitude, tying family history to national events. 

• Community tribute (“Your sterling qualities as an exemplary community leader…”) – 

personalizes his impact beyond family, extending to society. 

 

Enugu:  

Stylistic Analysis of Tributes to Nze Lawrence Nsude Chukwu JP (Ochinanwata)  

🌸 Metaphor 

• “You were a lion” – metaphor for courage, strength, and leadership. 

• “A voice of the voiceless, a voice of justice and peace” – a metaphor for advocacy and fairness. 

• “Peace like a river attendeth my way, sorrow like sea billows roll” – hymn metaphor used to 

describe the balance of joy and grief in life. 

• “Completed his own circle of life” – metaphor for the natural cycle of existence. 

 

🕊️ Symbolism 

• His neatly ironed dresses and punctuality at functions symbolize dignity, discipline, and respect. 
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• Kolanut offering to ministers symbolizes hospitality, tradition, and reverence for elders and clergy. 

• Creation of Amaechi Uwani Autonomous Community in his parlour symbolizes vision, 

leadership, and the birth of communal identity. 

• Church roofing project – symbolizes his commitment to faith and community development. 

• Nickname “Ochinanwata” symbolizes his role as a protector and leader of the younger generation. 

 

🔁 Repetition 

• “Adieu…” – repeated across tributes (Adieu Dad, Adieu Law Bekee, Adieu Ochinanwata) to 

emphasize farewell and collective mourning. 

• “You were…” – recurring phrase in tributes to highlight his qualities (hero, humble man, 

philanthropist). 

• “Thank you…” – repeated in children’s tributes to stress gratitude for sacrifices and love. 

• Biblical references (“a time to be born and a time to die”) – repeated to reinforce divine order and 

acceptance of mortality. 

 

🌟 Hyperbole 

• “You were indeed a hero… your calibre is rare” – exaggerates his uniqueness and elevates his 

stature. 

• “A million in one, Dad” – hyperbolic praise to emphasize his irreplaceable role. 

• “A colossus” – exaggerates his influence and impact in community leadership. 

• “Extraordinary qualities… enormous and priceless contribution” – amplifies his achievements 

to immortalize his legacy. 

• “Words fail me” – a hyperbolic expression of grief and inability to capture his greatness fully. 

 

🌟 Narrative Personalization 

• Wife’s tribute (“You were my husband, my boyfriend and my brother”) – personalizes their bond 

by blending multiple roles into one relationship. 

• Daughter’s tribute (“Thanks for loving us so much, even when you were hurting”) – personalizes 

his sacrifice and unconditional love. 

• Son’s tribute (“Love leaves a memory no one can steal, but death leaves a memory no one can 

heal”) – personalizes grief with poetic reflection. 

• Son-in-law’s tribute (“I used to wonder if you ever got angry because you were always smiling”) 

– personalizes his cheerful nature and calm disposition. 

• Church tribute (“You people are the God we see”) – personalizes his reverence for ministers, 

showing humility and faith. 

 

Imo 

Stylistic Analysis of Tributes to Rose Eneremadu 

🌟Metaphor 

• Tribute to My Lovely Mother (Kelechi): Death is described as “a wound on my palm, that pains 

me whenever I wash my hands”, a metaphor that conveys the permanence and recurring nature of 

grief. 

• Tribute to Daa Rose (Pastor Ezechi): Death is framed as “pilgrimage here on earth”, 

metaphorizing human life as a spiritual journey. 

• Tribute to My Beloved Aunty (Ngozi Iroh): The deceased is called “an ambassador of peace”, 

metaphorically elevating her role as a representative of unity and harmony. 

🌟 Symbolism 
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• Tribute to My Beloved Mother (Enyinna): References to trading in markets such as Orie Mbaise, 

Ikwerre, Etche, and Ogwumabiri Obizi symbolize industriousness and communal service. 

• Tribute to My Mother-In-Law (Nnennaya): The phrase “Nne, I wu nne m” symbolizes kinship 

and acceptance, transcending biological ties. 

• Tribute to Daa Rose (Pastor Ezechi): Biblical allusion to 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 symbolizes 

Christian hope in resurrection. 

• Tribute to a Worthy Sister (Nze Sir V. C. Iroh): The title “Akpaka” symbolizes intimacy and 

personal identity within family bonds. 

 

🌟 Repetition 

• Tribute to My Lovely Mother (Kelechi): Repeated invocations of “Mama” and honorifics like 

Ezinne, Nnedinma, Nneoma, and Nnediuto emphasize affection and reverence. 

• Tribute to My Beloved Mother (Enyinna): Repetition of names and titles (Mama, Dada, Ada 

Iroechendu, Azum, Woman, Daa Rose) dramatizes attachment and grief. 

• Tribute to My Beloved Aunty (Ngozi Iroh): Repetition of “Dada” underscores familial closeness 

and emotional intensity. 

 

🌟 . Hyperbole 

• Tribute to My Beloved Mother (Enyinna): Statements such as “time and space will not permit me 

to continue expressing what you meant to me” exaggerate the depth of maternal influence. 

• Tribute to My Lovely Mother (Kelechi): “The vacuum that you created in my heart can never be 

filled” amplifies the irreparable nature of loss. 

• Tribute to My Beloved Aunty (Ngozi Iroh): “You have created a vacuum no one can fill in the 

family,” heightens the sense of irreplaceability. 

 

🌟 Narrative Personalization 

• Tribute to My Beloved Mother (Enyinna): Personal anecdotes about her trading in markets, 

forming church groups, and supporting her husband personalize her legacy. 

• Tribute to My Lovely Mother (Kelechi): The account of praying and eating together on the day of 

death personalizes grief with vivid immediacy. 

• Tribute to My Mother-In-Law (Nnennaya): The phrase “Anyone who saw us would assume I was 

your biological daughter” personalizes kinship beyond formal ties. 

• Tribute to a Worthy Sister (Nze Sir V. C. Iroh): Memories of delicacies and being called “Akpaka” 

personalize affection and everyday family life. 

 

Findings and Discussion 

The analysis of thirty written tributes 

reveals a consistent repertoire of stylistic devices, 

metaphor, symbolism, repetition, hyperbole, and 

narrative personalization, each serving 

communicative, emotional, and ideological 

purposes. Metaphors of death as a “journey to the 

land of spirits” and symbols such as yams and kola 

nuts resonate because they activate shared cultural 

scripts, situating the deceased within familiar 

cosmologies of renewal, covenant, and ancestral 

continuity (Manus 122; Okoye 80). Repetition and 

parallelism reinforce bonds and distribute honour 

across roles, while hyperbole amplifies affect and 

invites communal identification through expansive 

praise. Narrative personalization humanizes 

virtues, translating private memory into public 

meaning and often bridging into cultural symbols. 

These stylistic strategies perform multiple 

functions. They honour the deceased by 

canonizing virtues, console mourners by 

transforming grief into collective affirmation, and 

reinforce communal values of reciprocity, kinship, 

and ancestral ties. They also articulate grief as 
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separation rather than annihilation, sustaining 

bonds across the threshold of death. Importantly, 

tributes negotiate ideological blending: Christian 

formulas such as “rest in the bosom of the Lord” 

coexist with traditional metaphors, producing 

layered meanings that reflect contemporary Igbo 

identity. Formal registers and ritualized language 

further reproduce hierarchy, making tributes 

instruments of both cohesion and stratification 

(Fairclough 91). 

Comparative perspectives show that while 

Igbo tributes share global stylistic features, 

metaphor, repetition, and personalization, they 

retain distinctive richness through proverbs, ritual 

symbols, and code-switching. This hybridity 

maximizes relevance across heterogeneous 

audiences, urban and rural, Christian and 

traditional, educated and communal. In this sense, 

tributes are persuasive narratives that perform 

identity, sustain continuity, and reproduce 

authority, exemplifying how ritual language 

operates as cultural technology binding private 

sorrow to public meaning. 

1. Dominant Stylistic Features and Igbo 

Cultural Values 

The analysis identifies metaphor, symbolism, 

repetition, hyperbole, and narrative 

personalization as the most salient stylistic devices 

in funeral tributes across Igboland. These devices 

are not ornamental; they are deeply embedded in 

Igbo cultural values and mourning practices. 

• Metaphors such as “lion,” “beacon of light,” or 

“journey to eternity” transform grief into culturally 

resonant imagery. In Igbo cosmology, metaphors 

of animals (lion, eagle) connote strength and 

leadership, while metaphors of journey and 

footprints emphasize continuity and legacy 

(Onukawa 45). 

• Symbolism is equally central. Titles like 

Ochinanwata or Ugo Ocha symbolize communal 

recognition of leadership. Kolanut offerings 

symbolize hospitality and reverence, while naming 

children after benefactors symbolizes gratitude 

and memory preservation (Odo Onu 63). 

• Repetition of phrases like “Adieu…” or “You 

were…” dramatizes grief and reinforces collective 

mourning. In Igbo oral tradition, repetition is a 

rhetorical strategy that engraves memory and 

intensifies emotional resonance (Nwosu 88). 

• Hyperbole (“one of the best men that ever lived,” 

“a million in one Dad”) elevates the deceased to 

heroic stature. This reflects Igbo praise traditions 

where exaggeration is used to immortalize virtues 

and situate the deceased as larger-than-life figures 

(Jakobson 112). 

• Narrative personalization anecdotes about 

nicknames, punctuality, football humour, or 

family meals ground tributes in lived experience. 

This stylistic device bridges private memory with 

communal meaning, showing how social identities 

are constructed through storytelling (Mbiti 34). 

👉 This directly addresses Objective 1, 

demonstrating how stylistic features reflect Igbo 

cultural values, mourning practices, and social 

identities. 

2. Communicative, Emotional, and Ideological 

Functions 

Beyond stylistics, the analysis reveals the 

functions of funeral tributes: 

• Communicative function: Tributes transmit 

values and virtues. They communicate the 

deceased’s qualities (honesty, generosity, 

discipline) and instruct the living on how to 

emulate them (Fairclough 92). 

• Emotional function: Tributes express grief, love, 

and longing. Repetition of “Adieu” and hyperbolic 

praise dramatize sorrow, while personalization 

conveys intimacy. Emotional intensity is 

heightened by biblical allusions and hymns, which 

provide comfort and hope (Nwosu 90). 

• Ideological function: Tributes blend traditional 

Igbo values (communal service, kinship, titles), 

Christian eschatology (resurrection, eternal rest, 

“It is well with my soul”), and humanist ideals 

(education, professional achievement, social 

justice). This ideological blending constructs 

meaning that is both culturally specific and 

universally human (Mbiti 36; Onu 71). 

👉 This fulfills Objective 2, showing how tributes 

function as communicative acts that express grief, 

reinforce communal bonds, and blend worldviews. 

3. Relevance Theory and Mutual Contextual 

Beliefs 

The analysis applies Relevance Theory and 

Mutual Contextual Beliefs (MCBs) to explain how 

meaning is inferred: 
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✓ Relevance Theory: Listeners interpret 

metaphors and symbols by seeking the most 

relevant contextual meaning. For example, 

“lion” is not understood literally but as 

courage and leadership because that 

interpretation yields maximum relevance in 

Igbo mourning discourse (Sperber and 

Wilson 125). 

✓ Mutual Contextual Beliefs: Shared cultural 

knowledge allows audiences to infer 

meaning. Kolanut offerings are understood as 

hospitality; “Adieu” is recognized as a 

communal farewell; biblical references 

resonate because of shared Christian beliefs. 

Without these shared contexts, the stylistic 

devices would lose their pragmatic force 

(Gumperz 54). 

✓ The analysis shows that tributes are effective 

because they rely on culturally shared 

interpretive frameworks. Meaning is not in 

the words alone but in the interaction between 

text and communal knowledge. 

👉 This addresses Objective 3, demonstrating 

how pragmatic frameworks explain the inferential 

processes behind stylistic devices in Igbo funeral 

tributes. 

4. Contribution to African Commemorative 

Discourse 

By combining stylistic analysis with pragmatic 

theory, the study contributes to the broader field of 

African discourse studies: 

• It shows that funeral tributes are literary artifacts 

that use metaphor, symbolism, and hyperbole to 

elevate the deceased. 

• It demonstrates that tributes are also pragmatic 

acts, functioning to communicate values, express 

grief, and reinforce communal identity. 

• It situates Igbo funeral tributes within a triadic 

worldview—traditional, Christian, and humanist 

revealing how African commemorative discourse 

negotiates multiple ideological frameworks. 

• It highlights the interplay of private and 

communal memory, showing how narrative 

personalization bridges individual grief with 

collective mourning. 

Synthesis 

The analysis extensively demonstrates that: 

• Funeral tributes in Igboland are 

 stylistically rich, culturally grounded, and 

pragmatically effective. 

• They serve as vehicles for grief, cultural 

continuity, and ideological blending. 

• They rely on shared contextual beliefs for 

meaning, making them powerful tools of 

communal identity and memory. 

Thus, the study accomplishes all three objectives 

and contributes to the stylistic and pragmatic 

analysis of African commemorative discourse. 

 

Conclusion 

This study has demonstrated that funeral 

tributes in Igboland are not merely sentimental 

texts but complex cultural artifacts that embody 

stylistic richness, pragmatic depth, and ideological 

significance. By analyzing thirty written tributes 

across Abia, Anambra, Ebonyi, Enugu, and Imo 

States, the research identified dominant stylistic 

devices, such as metaphor, symbolism, repetition, 

hyperbole, and narrative personalization, that are 

deeply rooted in Igbo cultural values and mourning 

practices. These devices function 

communicatively to transmit virtues, emotionally 

to console and dramatize grief, and ideologically 

to blend traditional cosmologies, Christian 

eschatology, and humanist ideals of education and 

service. 

Applying Relevance Theory and Mutual 

Contextual Beliefs clarified how meaning is 

inferred within shared cultural contexts: 

metaphors of lions and journeys, symbols of kola 

nut and yam, and repeated farewell formulas 

resonate because they activate communal scripts 

and reduce interpretive effort. In this way, tributes 

sustain continuity between the living and the 

ancestors, transform private sorrow into collective 

affirmation, and reproduce social identity and 

hierarchy. 

The findings contribute to African 

commemorative discourse by situating Igbo 

funeral tributes as persuasive narratives that bind 

grief to cultural continuity, negotiate plural 

worldviews, and reinforce communal solidarity. 

They highlight tributes as cultural technology 

vehicles of memory, identity, and authority that 

ensure the deceased remains embedded in 

collective consciousness. Future research should 
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extend to oral and digital tributes, especially those 

proliferating on social media, to capture how 

contemporary Igbo mourning practices are 

evolving in response to new communicative 

ecologies. 
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